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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout entitled Iea1842.jpg is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The printout is a hard copy of the JPEG computer image file of the same name. The 
printout carries a black and white photographic image with a line of text above it. The 
text gives the title of the file, its dimensions, and file type. The image measures 
19.8cm wide by 14.6cm high. It depicts the full scene of a semi-naked female draped 
face-up over full sacks or bags in what appears to be a back garden setting. Her face 
is nearest the viewer. Her mouth and eyes are wide open and her expression is 
vacant. Her clothing, which appears to be traditional Japanese costume, is arranged 
so that her breasts and pelvic region are fully exposed and visible. Her arms are 
bound underneath her, with rope that passes around her chest and torso several 
times. Dark staining on her upper body, pubic area and thighs is most readily 
interpreted as blood in this context. Actual injuries are difficult to discern. 

The photograph is claimed to be a forensic picture, however the Classification Office 
considers that the publication overall is exploitative and intended to appeal to 
individuals with a prurient interest in dead bodies, or more specifically murdered 
females. The Classification Office forms this opinion on considering the content, 
format, likely use and context of the publication, and information from discussion with 
experts on forensic photography from the New Zealand Police. 
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Matters of sex and violence are connected in the image. The woman's partial nudity 
suggests that the killing was related to sexual matters. Her breast and pubic area 
nudity in itself significantly sexualises the image for the viewer. The victim is degraded 
and dehumanised to a significant degree by her presentation as a spectacle for the 
entertainment and prurient interest of the viewer. The computer image file format in 
which the material is stored and presented is significant, with characteristics best 
suited to optimise the quality of photographs and facilitate easy transmission and 
proliferation of the image to similarly oriented individuals. Given all of the 
characteristics of the publication and its context, the publication falls outside the 
legitimate uses of forensic evidence as identified by the Police experts. 

Section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) applies to this 
publication, since there are no matters under s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act) applying to deem the publication 
objectionable. However, the Classification Office considers that the limit on freedom of 
expression resulting from the classification is reasonable and demonstrably justified, 
as is provided in s5 of the NZBR Act, given the aim of the FVPC Act of preventing 
likely injury to the public good. 


OFLCRef: 9900269 
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